For last few decades industry is looking for new oleochemical materials as an alternative to crude oil-based counterparts. Since the early 90s renewable raw materials, most commonly vegetable oils, became increasingly attractive for making oleo-based materials, particularly biobased polymers. Much attention is being paid to design of biobased polymers from renewable resources as a promising platform to provide new materials with industrially viable properties and a positive environmental impact. Some of the biobased polymer materials can surpass existing petroleum-based polymers in various applications on a cost-performance basis. Although the dependence of many fields of industry on a crude oil is still high, there is a growing economic and environmental pressure on manufacturers to employ renewable raw materials. The demand for materials based on oleo-based feedstocks grows at the expense of petroleum-based materials.
